
On August 8, 2024, Texas Governor Greg Abbott issued Executive Order GA-46. This order requires the 
Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) to collect data on the financial impact that 
medical care for individuals not lawfully present in the U.S. has on Texas hospitals. 

• Texas hospitals must track the number of inpatient discharges and emergency visits, as well as 
the costs associated with treating patients not lawfully present in the U.S. 

• Hospitals are required to inform patients that their responses to these questions will not affect 
their care. 

• Hospitals will report this data to the HHSC on a quarterly basis, starting in March 2025, with 
annual reports beginning in January 2026. 

• The purpose of this data collection is to evaluate the financial burden on Texas hospitals, which 
could potentially lead to federal reimbursements. 

• This order remains in effect unless amended or rescinded. 

Under this order, hospitals are required to report only aggregate numbers (patient counts) and total costs. 
No patient-identifying information will be included in these reports. 

Starting November 1, 2024, HHSC is requiring hospitals to “ask each patient  
during the hospital intake process*” whether the patient is: 

 a U.S. citizen or lawfully present in the U.S. 

 not lawfully present in the U.S. 

 patient prefers not to answer 

Note: These questions are mandatory, but responses will not affect or lead to a denial  
of the patients’ medical care. Patients may also choose not to answer. 

Be prepared to interpret this or a similar script during hospital intake: 

 

"The State of Texas requires us to ask about your immigration status. Your 
answer will not prevent you from receiving medical care at this facility, and you 
are free to refuse to answer. Your response will remain confidential and will not 
be shared with any other agency. Please select one of the following options: 

1. I am a U.S. citizen or lawfully present in the U.S. 

2. I am not lawfully present in the U.S. 

3. I prefer not to answer.” 

 

 

A copy of the Executive Order GA-46 is included for reference. 
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